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The MUST BOOKS from late February to April 
February 23 


Shaw, George Bernard Dodd, Mead 
THE ADVENTURES OF THE BLACK GIRL IN HER SEARCH FOR GOD | 


The selection of this as one of two books for the Book of the Month choice 
for March is certain to give stimulation to controversy which should result in a 
wide sale of this book. A unique and intensely provocative allegory depicting the 
pursuit of God through the ages. The "black girl" is, of course, symbolic of Shaw 
nimself, and through him of inquiring mankind. The black girl is a convert to 
Christianity and - armed with her Bible and her knobkerry - she sets forth on her 
search, She encounters first the jealous and inhuman God of loses, and him she 
slays with her weapon. Next, the God of Job, claiming a willingness to philoso- 
phize, but unwilling to be thwarted. He too falls. Then the gentler God of Micah. 
And finally the God of the New Testament. But in none of them does she find what 
_ she seeks, and eventually she discards all for the satisfaction of "cultivating her 
garden" and raising her family. Perhaps here is the key to Shaw himself, with all 
‘his contradictions. Certainly a key to his conception of humanity as taking on new 
idols and retaining cast-off conceptions at the same time. -A book that will puzzle 
many, shock many, confound many, annoy many, and cause spirited discussion every- 
where, $1.50 


February 24 
Gale, Zona PAPA LA FLEUR Appleton 


No account of the content of this book can possibly capture the rare charm 
and appeal of the story. The motive is the inevitable tragedy of the conflict 
between youth and age. The setting is remote Wisconsin at the moment when modern 
progress seeks to impose itself on the fragile roots of inherited French tradition, 
The plot is slight, the characterization symbolic, perhaps, rather than factual. 
But there is suggestion here of the same intangible power that one feels in Willa 
Cather's SHADOW ON THE ROCK and LOST LADY. It's a slight book, good for a plus 
sale. A book of rare distinction. | $1.50 


March 17 
Wharton, Edith | -HUMAN NATURE Appleton 


The author guarantees a certain sale, but one wonders whether this col- 
@ lection of short stories, of varying merit, would be particularly significant 
‘otherwise. There is of course distinction of style, but there is little dis- 
tinction in the stories themselves. The highest level is reached in THE DIAGNOSIS, 
if you would read one for yourself to get something of the flavor. $2.00 
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March 23 













Seabrook, William B. AIR ADVENTURE Harcourt 


If Seabrook took the ferry from downtown New York to Hoboken he would find 

5 something of adventure and glamour in the trip. He has the rare gift of conveying 
a spirit of shared adventure to his readers. Certainly there seemed nothing in- 
herent in the trip from Paris to Timbuctoo by plane, over a frequently traversed 
route, to insure adventure, but a sandstorm and a forced descent, an abortive 
search for a missing plane which was actually found by others, a nerve-wracking 
wait for their companion, Marjorie Worthington, who was taking part of the trip by 
motor and was lost for a time - all these incidents and many more become absorbd- 
ingly interesting and thrilling as told by his magic pen. A good yarn, full of 
humor and swift-moving drama, it should have an excellent sale to Seabrook 
enthusiasts and to aviation fans as well. $3.00 


































Special Note 
There are to be published in February several books on which reports are 
unnecessary, and for which profitable sale is assured. 





je : February 15 
Lippmann, Walter, with the assistance of Charles Merz and William 0. Scroggs 
(Harper ) THE UNITED STATES IN WORLD AFFAIRS - 1932 $3.00 
February 20 


Adams, James Truslow (Scribner) The second volume of THE MARCH OF DEMOCRACY. $3.50 


February 24 
Galsworthy, John (Scribner) CANDELABRA. A collection of essays and speeches $2.00 
& February 27 
Wren, P. C. (Stokes) FLAWED BLADES. A collection of stories of tha Foreign 
Legion. $2.00 


, PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


Fiction 
February 6 
Laing, Alexander THE SEA WITCH Tsuda ans | 


A book that can be sold to every enthusiastic reader of MUTINY ON THE 
BOUNTY with the assurance that here is an equally good story, as fine a bit of 
Americana, and as authentic a sea yarn. Vital, vigorous, dramatic, glamorous, 
extremely well-written, this is a tale of clipper ship days, in which the ship is 


the dominant personality and lives as a human entity. $2.50 
February 9 
Truax, Rhoda THE DOCTORS CARRY THE KEYS Dutton 





A 10,000 advance on this, in 1933, suggests that here is a book with too 
good sales possibilities to neglect even at this late date. The author's earlier 
book, HOSPITAL, proved not only a good circulating library item, but a healthy 
over-the-counter seller as well. This promises better, as it has sounder plot 

ée structure, and more sureness of touch in the telling. The setting is the community 
of doctors!’ homes surrounding a mental sanitarium, with all the inevitably morbid 
cross-currents affecting the interplay of characters. A good tale, well told, good 
psychology and human drama. ) $2.50 
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February 10 









Maxwell, W. B. THIS IS MY MAN Dodd, Mead 





Again W. B. Maxwell has fallen short of his best work. This is a disap- 
pointing and rather dull and slow moving story of the successive phases in the love 
life of a London society woman. $2.50 





































February 27 


Balmer, Edwin & Wylie, Philip Stokes 
WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE 


A sensational and absorbing story for the reader who wants swift—moving 
adventure in a unique setting. The world is startled by the announcement of the 
scientists that in two years! time will come extinction, as the result of a 
collision with a planet hurtling out of space. But salvation for a few is offered 
by the chance to escape to another planet which passes just ahead. It is an ex 
citing yarn, dramatically told, and stirs the imagination and the emotions. During 
the time of its serialization in the Blue Book, the magazine doubled its circula- 
tion. ’ It's the stuff of which best-sellers are made, even if it lays no claims to 
being literature. The publishers are planning effective promotion and striking 
posters, $2.00 


March 3 
Johnston, Mary MISS DELICIA ALLEN Little, Brown 


A pleasant book without much vitality, but with a very tangible charm in 
the picture of life in a rich plantation section of pre-war Virginia. Slim plot 
© structure. Rather artificial characterization. The sales value is chiefly for the 
customer who wants easy reading; the American scene, handled by one who has at her 
finger tips, the essence of that background; and who wishes to avoid the modorn 
problem fiction. $2.50 


March 7 
Frankau, Gilbert THE LONELY MAN Dutton 
Not an important book, but Frankau has a kmack for telling a tale in a 
readable manner. There is something of an Oppenheim quality in this new story, 


perhaps due to the interweaving with the love interest the thread of the mysterious 
secret service. There is - for part of the story - an unusual setting in the back- 


ground of the friendship for the hero of the dictator, Mustapha Kemal. $2.50 
March 8 
Wylie, Max HINDU HEAVEN Farrar 


Controversial in subject matter, or it wouldn't stand much sales chance. 
As it is, that chance is almost negated by the propaganda aspects of the story. The 
setting is modern India, in a community concentrated around a mission college. The 
story is intensely personal, bitter in its disillusionment, rather verbose, and 
long-winded. _ $2.00 









March 14 







Gibbon, Lewis Grassic SUNSET SONG Century 






A lucky break in the press and the right start, and this might prove a 
"dark horse" in somewhat the sume way as did HATTER'S CASTLE. fhe chief hurdle is 
going to be the use of dialect, but in spite of that very considerable barrier, the 
story has an illusive hold on the reader, which carries one through to the last 
page. There is an epic quality in the theme, the passing of the Scotch peasant, | 
and there is humor and sympathy and understanding in the telling. The English 


press hails this as the most important book that has come out of modern oe 













































March 15 
Lardner, Ring LOSE WITH A SMILE Scribner 


Belongs to the genre of YOU KNOW Mz, AL, and will doubtless delight the 
baseball fans and the public who considered those busher stories the high water 
mark of Ring Lardner's fame. There is the same human quality, the same poignancy, 
the same humor in this correspondence between a "rookie" on the Brooklyn National 
League baseball team and his Middle Western "sweetie." But somehow the stories 


lack the spontaneity of the earlier group. Many appeared in the Post. ~ $2.00 
March 20 
Weigall, Arthur LAURA WAS MY CAMEL Stokes 


A very entertaining and unique collection of animal stories, based on the 
author's close companionship with his animals during his sojourn as an archaeolo- 
gist in Egypt. The camel with a grievance, the amorous donkey, the demented Arab~ 
ian horse, the holy cat and the Pariah sheep dog will bring many a chuckle from the 
reader, and the Soglow illustrations add to the fun. An unexpected sort of book 
which should have an easy plus sales value. Ideal as a week-end gift, or for a 
convalescent who needs entertainment. $1.25 





March 22 


Banning, Margaret Culkin THE PATH OF TRUE LOVE Harper 


id A story of young married life, with facile characterization and excellent 
dialogue, and a graphic picture of the sort of routine that characterizes many a 
community the country over. But it is an unimportant story, and doesn't measure up 
to the best of which Mrs. Banning is capable. Easy reading and fairly easy selling, 
however, both for circulating library clientele and the general public who wants 
light fiction about everyday people. . $2.50 


April 1 


Cost, March A MAN NAMED LUKE Knopf 


The most arresting fiction scheduled for this period. Has a chance of 
catching on in the way THE FOUNTAIN did, if it gets any sort of a break at the 
start. It certainly is not a book to be ignured, and will bear close watching. 
For people who liked BERKELEY SQUARE (which featured Leslie Howard both on stage 
and screen, I believe), for it has somewhat of the quality of that play, telescop- 

& ing past and present. It is obscure at times, and at the end one emerges somewhat 
confused as to whether the stress should be laid on the search for the meaning of 
pain in life, or on the conflict between a denial of a future life and a living 
wholly in the present, bound by the roots of the past. There is a love story, 
illusive and fragile, between the doctor who is the central character, and a 

strange American girl. Some readers will resent the intensely English-conception 


(a2) 















of Americans, resulting in overdrawing of the girl and her lovable father. The book 
should be read by at least some of the staff, as it should not be sold indiscrimin- 

ately. Distinctly original, the book, though not wholly successful in what it tries 
to do, is an intensely stimulating attempt. Extensive promotion promised. $2.50 








April 4 
BROKEN ARROW 









Gessner, Robert 





Farrar 





Too bad Gessner doesn't stay by his first medium, non-fiction. He did a 
good job in MASSACRE, but this book, based on his thorough knowledge of our present 
day Indian problem, is hurt by a self-conscious plot, artificial characters, and an 
unnecessarily sordid realism. The basic facts are unquestionably authentic, and the 
Clash between the Indian traditions and the superimposed American civilization is an 
ever-present problem. For that reason the book may reach a certain market, $2.00 









April 7 









Stanley, May BLUE MEADOWS Little, Brown 






Wholesome romance, with the plot the pull of the sea versus the pull of the 
land, It is not a particularly dramatic tale, nor is there much reason for believ- 
ing that the book will receive much of a press. But there is a certain quiet 
strength and a current of sincerity and a love of the sea that holds ones interest 
to the foreshadowed end. The story proved popular with the Delineator readers, and 
should appeal to the type that feeds on the popular magazines. $2.00 























Special Note 





One very important March publication is not yet accessible, but all advance 
information sounds promising and the February 15th issue will carry full report. 
@ Marjorie K. Rawlings' SOUTH MOON UNDER (Scribner) March Book of the Month selection. 


$2.00 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
Non-Fiction 
February 10 ia 


Mais, S.P.B. THE UNKNOWN ISLAND , Putnam 


Not to be confused with ENGLAND: THE UNKNOWN ISLE, from which it differs 
markedly, both in context and manner. This is a group of radio broadcasts, made by 
one of England's most popular broadcasters, and based on two day trips to accessible, 
but little known corners of England. A certain charm and humor in the telling, but 
the substance is of less interest to the American reader than that of the Cohen- 
Porthein book, and it lacks the philosophical quality and the interpretation of the 
English spirit. The sections described are unlikely to be known to the American 
visitor, either now or in future, nor is their appeal particularly enhanced by this 
writer's accounts of his visits. $3.50 

February 15 


Gerhardi, William & Lunn, Brian | | Doubleday 
MEMOIRS OF SATAN 


A difficult book to pigeon-hole and should be sold only to the sophisti- 
r | cated reader who will get a kick out of a wholly new slant on biblical narrative, 
on history, on biography, on literature. Satan gives his side of the stery and the 
part he played in world events, He (through his mouthpiece) is no respecter of © 
persons, and this is an original, entertaining and at times brilliant book. There 


eG, 
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is too much of it, as it palls before the close. Sell it as a book to dip into, as 
into OLE MAN ADAM AND HIS CHILDREN, rather than for consecutive reading. $2.50 


February 17 | 
Armstrong, H. V. GRAY WOLF Minton, Balch 


An absorbingly interesting and dramatic story of the life of that 
strangest of dictators, Mustapha Kemal. Colorful, human, discerning and not un- 
sympathetic, this account of his career gives one not only a picture of the man but 
an understanding of his place in the general scheme. It's not an inspired piece of 
writing, but it should appeal to the reader of history and biography who likes a 
bit of adventure and romance mixed in. Somewhat in the vein of WITH LAWRENCE IN 


ARABIA, though with less of the military aspects. $3.00 
February 21 
Borden, Courtney ADVENTURES IN A MAN'S WORLD Macmillan 


In this instance the man's world is the sport world, the world where duck 
shooting, bear hunting, trout fishing, camping, and so on are of paramount interest. 
And it is told from the viewpoint of the wife who shares not only her husband's 
enthusiasm but his experiences. A book to sell (1) to the man who wants his wife 
to see his side of the picture; (2) to the wife who has already a keen interest in 
sport; (3) to young people whose interests need focussing. But not to the wife 
whose husband prefers that she leave this side of his life alone, or you might lose 
him as a customer, for she'd be sure to catch Mrs. Borden's contagious enthusiasm. 
Written with humor and spontaneity. j $2.00 


February 23 
Eddy, Sherwood THE CHALLENGE. OF EUROPE Farrar 


The success of Sherwood Eddy's earlier books, and the widespread interest 
in CAN EUROPE KEEP THE PEACE and CAN AMERICA STAY AT HOME, would seem to insure a 
healthy sale for this latest volume. There is, perhaps, little that is new, if the 
afore-mentioned books have been thoroughly digested, but there is something rather 
different in the marshalling of facts. And particularly in the emphasis laid on © 
Great Britain and the outlying parts of her empire. A challenging and provocative 
book, an admirable digest of world conditions - Western world, that is -- designed 
to tie up the loose ends of ones information in an intelligent and constructive 
way. Sherwood Eddy is making a lecture tour through the winter months, and this 


should stimulate interest in his books. Details will be sent later. $2.50 
February 27 
Merrick, Elliott TRUE NORTH Scribner 


The idea} book for the man who enjoys rough camping and who badly needs an 
armchair escape from the humdrum of business life. An absorbing account of a man 
who threw it all up and went to Labrador, where he taught for two years at the 
Grenfell Mission, and then went with his wife and a group of Scotch-Eskims trappers 
on a trapping trip 350 miles up the Grand River. A tale of real hardship, of a 
running fight against the forces of nature, of the joys of wild life; rich in 


anecdote, humorous, dramatic, vigorous, and direct. $3.00 




















March 1 










Hall, Je De’ ENCHANTED SAND } Morrow 





Up against nature in the raw, from another angle - New Mexico and old. 
And unlike any other"travel book" of that region I have ever come across. A very 
personal narrative of the experiences of a young Englishman seeking health, and of 
his wife. Blessed with no funds other than barely enough to get them over and back, 
they took various and sundry jobs, lived among Mexican ranch hends and Indian 
traders, and saw them, stripped of glamour, but in very human guise. Intensely 
sympathetic and understanding, enjoying the fun of life, and meeting the obstacles 
with good humor, keenly appreciative of the stupendous glories of our Southwest's 
natural beauties, they have presented a picture which will fascinate readers who 
hope some day to explore that country for themselves, as well as those who know it 
already. $3.00 






























March 2 
Miller, Max HE 7ENT AWAY FOR A WHILE | Dutton 


Not likely to get the sale enjoyed by I COVER THE WATERFRONT, although 
some of the rooters for that book will like this, if only because of its humanness, 
its getting under the skin of the author. It is an autobiography of thoughts and 
moods, enjoined by self-exile to a home-made shack on a cliffoverlooking the 


Pacific, Delightfully written and very revealing. $2.00 
March 3 
Nelson, Victor | PRISON DAYS AND NIGHTS Little, Brown 
© The success of 20,000 YEARS IN SING SING seems to have inspired at least 


two publishers to issue books telling of prison life on the other side of the bars. 
There is this book, and - later in the Spring - a Macmillan publication (BEHIND 
THESE WALLS), which will be reported on later. This is not a sensational or 
emotional account, but a thoughtful analysis of the daily routine and the problems 
it creates, problems of sex, of drugs, of discipline. Amazingly objective, con- 
sidering the fact that the author has been a prisoner for twelve years of his life, 
and is now out on parole. He makes no plea for sympathy and has no illusions about 
the type of prisoners any more than he has about the type of officials, the poli- 
tics played in and about the prisons, the attitude of the prisoner towards justice, 
reform, prison life and his own future. Extremely well-written and provocative. 
Yor the customer who read Warden Lawes! book, as well as for anyone interested 


in sociology, prison reform and so forth. , $2.75 
March 14 
Richmond, Winifred YV. THE ADOLESCENT BOY Farrar 


Should have excellent sales in communities where interest in psychological 
material is rife. Sound, non-technical, constructive, interesting for teachers, 
parents, and the thoughtful adolescent. Both this and its predecessor, THE ADOLES» 


CENT GIRL, are outstanding, the best in that particular field. $2.50 
March 16 
@ =i, Madel Dodge INTIMATE LMMORIES: Backgrounds ‘Harcour’ 


The controversy aroused by LORENZO IN TAOS, along with satisfactory sales 
figures, would seem to guarantee a market for this first volume of Mabel Dodge 
Luhan's autobiography. Possibly the appeal will be largely a rather morbid 
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curiosity, a seeking for the psychological roots of her straugely erotic career. 
However, a reading of the book forces one to accept it as a remarkable human docu- 
ment, appealing to the type of readers that particularly enjoyed YEARS OF GRACE and 
THE PERENNIAL BACHELOR. For Mrs. Luhan has a knack of recreating the past, while 

e she tells the story of her own childhood and girlhood in the fashionable circle of 
Buffalo, New York, Lenox and Newport, 40 years ago. In spite of the intensely 
personal character of the narrative, there is an amazing objectivity in the way 
the woman today looks back on her own formative years. Good reading, of interest 
more to women than to men. The publishers consider this their high water mark of 
non-fiction this Spring, and are preparing a circular for imprinting. $3.00 






























Winter, Ella RED VIRTUE Harcourt 


The wife of Lincoln Steffins tells here of human relationships in new 
Russia. It is a scholarly but not particularly inspired book - a close study of 
what the Soviet regime has done in actually changing the trend of human thought as 
well as action. An analysis of the results in the human equation of the new at- 
titudes toward sex, the family, religion, education, work and play. Packed with 
information, but of more value for the student of social conditions than for the man 


in the street, who wants his subject matter dramatized, $3.00 
6 
Marc 0 ¢ 
arch ee Soe 
Millin, Sarah Gertrude CECIL RHODES Harper 


Rhodes scholarships have perpetuated the name of Cecil Rhodes for this 
generation, even outside the British Empire. But this is a biography which in its 
handling entitles it to wider interest than that confined to the reader who knows 

- something already of the subject and the background of South Africa. A brilliant 
& piece of writing, as well as a revealing study of the man and his times. An 
important book, perhaps the best biography the first three months of 1933 have pro- 
duced, Bhodes was a vital factor in empire building, a man of tremendous force and 
driving power, fascinating, whether good or bad, intensely human, essentially 
dramatic in molding his life. His biographer is already known for her novels of 
South Africa, and has done her best work in this book. An essential item for 
colleges and public libraries, and a book marked for general sale as well. $3.75 


March 26 
Pishop, Morris THE ODYSSEY OF CABEZA DE VACA Century 


An important contribuvion to our national background, but not likely to 
command a wide public. The story of a heroic failure, a man whose fame should be 
as wide as that of Cortez, De Soto, and a few others of his countrymen, but who 
has fallen by the wayside. Adventure, color, romance are in the material, and the 
handling is scholarly - too scholarly for the general public. It is that of the 
careful historian and biographer rather than of the dramatic story-teller. $3.75 


Mysteries Recommended for Purchase 





February 24 
Young, Gordon THE DEVIL'S PASSPORT Century 
Christie, Agatha THE TUESDAY CLUB MURDERS Dodd, Mead. 
ee March 8 








Carr, John Dickson HAG'S NOOK Harper 
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March 15 
PAM Bite 
Markham, Virgil , RED WARNING ) Sorcomtt 
Williams, Kirby : THE OPERA MURDERS Scribner 


March 22 


Horler, Sydney TIGER STANDISH 





A New Idea in Crossword Puzzles 
February 15 
"Peter Piper" CROSSWORD TRACER Morrow 


A crossword puzzle book that can be used as long as the pad of durable 
tracing paper lasts. For the first time a library possibility. $1.35 


Note These Chanzes 
Publication Dates 





Eaton, Evelyn DESIRE: SPANISH VERSION (Morrow) from Jan. 31 to Feb. 15 

Gardner, E. S CASE OF THE VELVET CLAWS (Morrow) " Feb. 15 " Mar. 1 

Alschuler, Rose TWO TO SIX (Morrow) " Mar. 1 " Mar, 29 
Title and Date 


Crofts, F. W. . THE STRANGE CASE OF DR. EARLE first called INTO THIN AIR 
(Dodd, Mead) from Feb. 17 to Mar. 10 


Price Changes 


Harding, Me E. THE WAY OF ALL WOMEN (Longmans) from $2,50 to $3.00 
Lane, Rose Wilder LET THE HURRICANH ROAR (Longmans) from $2,00 to $1.50 


Important Reprint 


right, Frank Lloyd AUTOGIOGRAPHY (Longmans) Price changed from $6.00 to $3.50. 
The publisher reports that the $6.00 edition was out of print and that they lost 
inore than 500 Christmas orders. In Publishers Weekly for January 21, Harry Hansen 
announces his "reward" to Longmans for producing in this book "the best locking 
trade edition of the year." 7 





